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chastisement of my sins and of those of others. Our Lord be praised
for all!
On Wednesday, first day of Lent, Captain Francis's fleet appeared
off the port of Cartagena at noon; and at sunset he occupied the
harbour with 23 ships, not counting pinnaces. On the beach I dis-
played to him what men I had ready, numbering some 450 harque-
buses and pikes. I divided these troops to cover the three approaches
to Cartagena, supposing that the enemy had left ships behind from
which to land forces, for Don Francisco Maldonado, who came from
Santo Domingo with news of the loss of that city, assured me that
the enemy had more vessels than had entered the harbour. There-
fore I left Martin Polo's company of 120 men to meet this advance.
With the rest I went to the Caleta where, with the 220 men who
remained to me, I awaited the event.
That same night, as soon as he had anchored, from his boats the
enemy landed 1000 men, pikes and harquebuses, in square formation.
At two in the night the enemy arrived at the Caleta. It was the
blackest night I have ever seen in my life.
It had been agreed that the galleys should land 150 harquebuses
to support me, and that the galleys should remain at the Caleta in
order that their artillery might damage the enemy as he came up.
The galleys took up their position but they sent no soldiers ashore.
Only Don Pedro Vique, his nephew1 and certain others landed.
The enemy attacked the Caleta with great impetus and the men
I had there put up good resistance for a quarter of an hour. Our
land batteries and the galleys* artillery fired but, because the night
was so dark, we could not see what we were doing.
The enemy opened fire with his artillery and with increased fury
attacked in close formation. Because our men were few they were
overwhelmed, turned tail and retreated through the town, on which
friends and enemies came down together, without firing upon each
other because they did not recognize each other. Pell-mell they
entered the town and when the day began to break the enemy force
of more than 500 men was in possession of the market square and
more than 500 were fighting through the streets with the inhabitants
of the place. In fine, they drove us out with harquebus fire and
remained masters of the city.
The galleys attempted to make away with all their people on
board but did not have water enough for it. Furthermore, we had
placed a chain across the channel by the fort in order that no
1 Don Pedro Marradas, mentioned in Don Pedro Vique's deposition, Document
No. a 7 post.